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1
FORMATION THERMAL MEASUREMENT
APPARATUS, METHODS, AND SYSTEMS

CLAIM OF PRIORITY

This application is a U.S. National Stage Filing under 35
U.S.C. §371 of International Application PCT/US2012/
068790, filed on Dec. 10, 2012, which application is hereby
incorporated by reference herein in its entirety.

BACKGROUND

Understanding the structure and properties of geological
formations can reduce the cost of drilling wells for oil and gas
exploration. The analysis of petrophysical and stratigraphic
properties of formations is typically accomplished using a
combination of different sensing techniques, which include
the use of electromagnetic waves, seismic waves, acoustic
waves, gamma rays, neutrons, and magnetic resonance. Even
though these technologies provide a wealth of information,
the reliable determination of formation properties remains a
difficult task. Thus, there is a need for acquiring more diverse
information about rock properties in formations.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIGS. 1A-1G are perspective views of a variety of appara-
tus according to various embodiments of the invention.

FIGS. 2A-2C illustrate a process of measuring formation
thermal characteristics according to various embodiments of
the invention.

FIG. 3 is a block diagram of a data acquisition apparatus
according to various embodiments of the invention.

FIG. 4A is a data processing scheme according to various
embodiments of the invention.

FIG. 4B is an additional data processing scheme according
to various embodiments of the invention.

FIG. 5 is an inversion processing scheme according to
various embodiments of the invention.

FIG. 6 is a simplified processing scheme according to
various embodiments of the invention.

FIG. 7 is a flow diagram of a data interpretation process
according to various embodiments of the invention.

FIG. 8is ablock diagram of apparatus and systems, accord-
ing to various embodiments of the invention.

FIG. 9 is a thermal diffusivity and temperature conversion
graph, according to various embodiments of the invention.

FIGS. 10A and 10B are graphs of formation temperature
and diffusivity profiles, respectively, according to various
embodiments of the invention.

FIG. 11 is an image of thermal diffusivity, developed
according to various embodiments of the invention.

FIG. 12 illustrates a wireline system embodiment of the
invention.

FIG. 13 illustrates a drilling rig system embodiment of the
invention.

FIG. 14 is a flow chart illustrating several methods accord-
ing to various embodiments of the invention.

FIG. 15 is a block diagram of an article according to vari-
ous embodiments of the invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

There is a significant relationship between thermal and
petrophysical characteristics of rocks. While several systems
have been proposed for measuring the thermal properties of
rocks (e.g., thermal conductivity), a commercially feasible
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2

down hole system has not yet been introduced. This may be
because most approaches are based on empirical relation-
ships which oversimplify the thermal heat propagation phe-
nomenon, or perhaps because of the long times that are used
to make the measurements.

To address some of these challenges, as well as others,
apparatus, systems, and methods are described herein that
enable the use of thermal sensors to accurately characterize
thermal properties of geological formations in a commer-
cially reasonable amount of time. Various embodiments of
the invention operate analogously to electromagnetic (EM)
induction systems, and thus, may be more readily accepted by
the relevant technical community.

The analogy can most easily be seen by comparing formu-
las for EM induction and heat diffusion phenomena. The
associated equations (1) and (2) are as follows:

N S 1
Magnetic/Electric Field Vector: jowH = V'H W

®| =

@

Temperature: joT = V2 Ta

While the constants for the EM wave equation are on the
order of 10°, analogous constants for the heat equation are on
the order of 10~°, which means that heat diffusion phenomena
occur about 10 times more slowly than induction. Thus, the
various embodiments disclosed herein emphasize providing a
thermal measurement system based on a thermal source and
receivers that enable the efficient production of formation
thermal property images via boreholes. The system can also
beused to calculate thermal anisotropy, and provide dip infor-
mation.

FIGS. 1A-1G are perspective views of a variety of appara-
tus 100, 110, 120, 130, 140, 150, 160 according to various
embodiments of the invention. In some embodiments, the
apparatus include thermal sources and receivers that are
attached to a logging tool that is deployed either as a logging
while drilling (LWD) device (apparatus 100), or a wireline
device (apparatus 110). In some embodiments, thermal
sources and receivers forming a portion of the apparatus 120
are placed permanently inside or outside (or both) of a bore-
hole casing during production, as shown in FIG. 1C.

In some embodiments, thermal sources and receivers com-
prise linear or two-dimensional (2D) arrays of thermal mono-
poles (TMs) and/or thermal dipoles (TDs). The TMs and TDs
may be located so as to extend in the azimuthal and axial
dimensions of either the tool or the borehole, or a combina-
tion of these.

For contact measurements, the thermal sources and receiv-
ers can be placed on a pad, perhaps on the extendable arm of
a sonde or mandrel. In an LWD application (e.g., FIG. 1A),
drilling may be halted to enable the extendable arms to make
contact with the formation. A wireline device (e.g., FIG. 1B)
can move along the borehole with the arms extended outward.
In a casing application (e.g., FIG. 1C), the source and receiver
arrays can be placed on the arms of a production tool inside
tubing, or they can be placed in the cement, or in any other
layer that is proximate to the formation being sensed.

Multiple sources and receivers provide spatial diversity
which can be used to produce images, and to increase sensi-
tivity to anisotropic properties of the formations.

Resolution in the azimuthal direction is, in general, pro-
portional to the number of receivers located along the azi-
muthal direction. In some embodiments, the number of ther-
mal receivers in the azimuthal tool direction is between about



US 9,175,546 B2

3

8 and about 64. A separate receiver or receiver array can be
used for making a reference measurement in formations that
are yet undisturbed by the heat. A separate receiver can also
be used to facilitate calculation of formation thermal proper-
ties.

Imaging and anisotropy calculations can also be performed
if one of the sources or receivers is not part of an array but is
instead composed of a single element, or a small number of
elements. The orientation of dipole elements TD can be cho-
sen to adjust the desired sensitivity. In general all three spatial
components (X, y and z) can be utilized to increase diversity.

Both transmitting (source) and receiving elements can be
housed in a tool section with an insulating material such as
PVC (polyvinyl chloride). An insulating material can also be
used in the tool body or in between sources and receivers to
avoid heat propagation through the tool body, which compli-
cates tool data processing and inversion. Sources and receiv-
ers can be placed at different axial positions along the tool, or
at the same axial position, or both. Locating at least one
receiver above and below a source may enable measuring
both undisturbed and disturbed thermal characteristics as the
tool moves through the formation (e.g, see FIGS. 2A-2C).

Referring now to FIGS. 1D-1F, it can be seen that optical
fibers can be deployed in the well bore during production to
monitor the temperature of the well. Elements within the fiber
enable measurement of the spatial distribution of temperature
as a function of distance along the fiber.

Multiple embodiments may be realized. For example, in
FIG. 1D, a production logging tool is attached to a 2D array of
thermal sources, and optical fibers installed along the well-
bore are used as thermal receivers. In this case, temperature
measurements are made before and after the production tool
is moved through each logging location depth, as a function of
time. Dynamic characteristics of the temperature can be
inverted to determine the thermal characteristics of the for-
mation near the optical fiber reception (sensing) locations.

In some embodiments, such as that shown in FIG. 1E, itis
possible to permanently place thermal sources outside the
casing, as a part of the completion process. In this case,
time-lapse monitoring of formation thermal properties near
the permanently-installed source can be made. A production
monitoring tool can be used to facilitate monitoring in some
embodiments.

In the embodiments illustrated by FIG. 1F, thermal sources
are built into the optical fiber itself. These sources, which are
very small in size, do not produce much heat. However, due to
their close proximity to the fiber, they can still serve to excite
a heat response in the fiber (via the formation), providing an
indication of shallow thermal characteristics in the formation.
Such construction (where thermal sources are attached to an
optical fiber, or built into it) is relatively easy to install, since
the sources are inherently deployed with the fiber. A produc-
tion monitoring tool can be used to facilitate monitoring in
some embodiments.

In many embodiments, thermal characteristics of the for-
mation at different azimuthal locations around the borehole
are recorded. In FIG. 1G, optical fiber is wrapped azimuthally
around a tool, perhaps disposed in a groove on the mandrel in
an LWD application. Optical fibers can also be wrapped
around a sonde in a wireline application, or around tubing or
casing in a production application.

Multiple fibers can be used at different depths, or a single
fiber can be wrapped in a spiral. Inthe case of spiral wrapping,
the thermal source can also be shaped as a spiral for substan-
tially uniform separation between corresponding parts of the
source and the receiver, where the receiver comprise a spiral-
wrapped optical fiber.
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In some embodiments, optical fibers are attached to the
arms in a multi-pad tool. Azimuthal and spiral-wrapped fibers
enable high azimuthal resolution without multiple sensing
elements.

Thermal source elements can be of the heating or cooling
type, or a combination of both. While monopole and dipole
thermal sources are considered explicitly herein as a matter of
convenience and simplicity, it should be noted that quadru-
pole or higher modes may be used, depending on the desired
sensitivity pattern.

A monopole source TM may comprise a point source or
geometrically bounded (e.g., circular, square, triangular, rect-
angular, oval) source of heat or cooling. A dipole source TD
may comprise a moving (e.g., oscillating in space) monopole
source, or a pair of monopole sources that provide different
amounts of heating, cooling, or both. Moving monopole
sources, as dipole sources, can be experience periodic move-
ment (e.g., substantially sinusoidal displacement). Monopole
sources can also comprise pulsating sources, with periodic
minimum and maximum heat values, to excite a varying
temperature response in the formation.

Signals from thermal sources with narrow band character-
istics can be produced by these frequency based methods.
This can allow simultaneous independent measurement using
multiple sources, where each source operates at a different
frequency. However due to the slow behavior of thermal
systems, it may be more advantageous to operate with tran-
sient pulses, such as an impulse or step function.

The impulse and step responses of the heat equation for a
homogeneous material with thermal diffusivity a at a distance
r from the source and time t, are given below:

2
e(fﬁa)
Timputse(r, 1) = 5
(4man)z

®

't
Tep(r, 1) = f Timputse s ) AT
0

It can be seen from the equations (3) that an exponential
increase in early time behavior is followed by a polynomial
decrease at a later time. The time required for a source exci-
tation signal to travel to a receiver in the medium is approxi-
mately t=r*/4c., which is approximately proportional to the
square of the distance between the source and the receiver.

As a result, significant improvements in system response
time can be obtained by reducing the effective spacing
between the source and the receiver. For example, the impulse
and step response of a material with thermal diffusivity
0=107% at distances between the source-receiver of 1 inand 1
ft can be compared. At a distance of 1 foot, it takes approxi-
mately two hours to achieve a useful signal. At a distance of 1
inch, ittakes only about one minute to achieve the same signal
level.

FIGS. 2A-2C illustrate a process of measuring formation
thermal characteristics according to various embodiments of
the invention. In this case, tool movement is used to help
speed up system response time. In this case, a thermal source
array in the apparatus 210 perturbs the temperature in the
formation at a certain depth in the borehole at FIG. 2A, and
the tool is pulled up (as normally occurs during logging
operations) in FIG. 2B. As movement continues, a thermal
receiver array in the apparatus 210 makes contact with the
section of the borehole that was perturbed by the source at
FIG. 2C.
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In this case, the effective distance D between the source
and receiver is reduced by movement to become relatively
short, and thus, a relatively quick response can be obtained. In
some embodiments, the length of the source that is used to
perturb the temperature in the formation is increased, with
greater heat delivery to the formation and a higher resulting
change in the formation temperature.

A reference receiver array in the apparatus 210 can be used
above or below the source array (based on the logging direc-
tion) to make measurement of the formation temperature
before perturbation is applied. In some embodiments, start-up
and heating time periods while moving are used to achieve
substantially steady-state temperature distribution on the tool
body, near the sources and receivers. The time for startup and
heating can be reduced in some cases by utilizing a shorter
source length, or insulating the source and the receivers.

Due to the diffusion of heat, azimuthal resolution in some
embodiments depends on the time it takes for thermal energy
to redistribute after heating. A smaller time difference
between the application of heat and measurement helps
improve resolution. However, this process may also involve
delivering greater quantities of heat. The increased heat quan-
tity may be achieved by using a larger source contact length,
or a larger power source (for a heat-controlled source) or a
higher temperature (for a temperature-controlled source).

In the case of LWD logging and in the presence of signifi-
cant tool rotation, only a short time may be available for
sources to perturb the formation temperature, and receivers to
make a measurement. Even though it is challenging, this may
be accomplished by using powerful thermal sources and
quick response receivers. Reducing the azimuthal resolution
may also allow averaging over measurement at different azi-
muthal directions to provide improved sensing stability.

Thus, in some embodiments, the thermal source comprises
a temperature-controlled source where the temperature is
actively regulated to remain within a desired range. In this
case, thermal diffusivity of the system plays a major role in
conduction, and without using other measurement devices or
a priori information about the formation, reliable indications
of thermal conductivity may be unavailable. For the same
reasons, the data provided by a temperature-controlled source
is easier to process and invert.

The thermal source may also comprise a heat-controlled
source, such as an Ohmic source. In this case, the quantity of
heat delivered to the formation is known. With a heat con-
trolled source, it is possible to use temperature rise and fall
times to measure thermal conductivity. However, due to the
involvement of other thermal parameters, such as heat capac-
ity and density, interpretation of the measurement may
become complicated and unreliable.

FIG. 3 is a block diagram of a data acquisition apparatus
310 according to various embodiments of the invention. Here
the apparatus 310 operates to control thermal sources, and
acquire data from thermal receivers, using a centralized con-
troller unit. Energy to operate the sources, receivers, and
controller may be provided by batteries and other mecha-
nisms. Dedicated thermal sources, as previously described,
can be used to perturb the formation.

It is also possible to use the by-products of drilling, logging
or production activities to generate heating or cooling, and so,
to operate as a thermal source. For example, in the case of
drilling activity, the heat produced by drilling can be used as
the source. In some embodiments, the heat produced by
another down hole logging device is used as a source.

Time-based or frequency-based data acquisition may be
used to acquire thermal response data. Raw temperature or
other thermal data may be transmitted to the surface via
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telemetry, a wireline, or an optical fiber. The history of tem-
perature data at all receivers, at all depths, and for all source
activations can be stored in memory either at the surface or in
the tool itself.

FIG. 4A is a data processing scheme 411 according to
various embodiments of the invention. Once the temperature
and/or other thermal data are received, processing may be
applied, either down hole, at the surface, or in both locations.
Thermal signals (e.g., providing heat and temperature values)
that are received before the source perturbation are subtracted
from those received after the heat perturbation. This allows
isolation of the dynamic properties of the formation.

The signal before subtraction can, however, be used for
making temperature corrections to compensate for electron-
ics or thermal property drifts. They can also be used as a
regular temperature log of the formation. The signal after
subtraction can be used for time-lapse measurement, such as
in monitoring applications. A time series measurement can be
utilized for inversion of thermal properties of the formation. A
filter in time or space can be used to remove noise and other
undesired artifacts. The ratio or difference of signals can be
used for removing multiplicative or additive effects on the
signal.

In order to compensate for unknown effects of the tool
body on measurements, a calibration procedure may be
employed. During calibration, the tool is placed in a location
with known characteristics and a calibration function over the
tool response is obtained to match the tool response to a
desired response. For example, calibration can be achieved in
a test well, in the laboratory, or in a calibration fixture
designed for this purpose. A software or hardware focusing
methodology can be used to produce higher resolution
images from spatially diverse information obtained from the
tool. Due to similarities between the thermal diffusion and
EM wave phenomenon, methods similar to existing EM soft-
ware/hardware focusing methods can be utilized in these
applications as well.

FIG. 4B is an additional data processing scheme 471
according to various embodiments of the invention. For
example, formation diffusivity values that have been deter-
mined by the processing shown in FIG. 4A can be used to
develop thermal images of the formation, which may enable
higher levels of interpretation. In this case, different layers in
the formation may be identified by detecting the boundaries
in the image to identify the isotropic and anisotropic thermal
diffusivity of various layers. Detection of the boundaries also
allows determination of boundary positions and thickness.
Borehole image dip processing algorithms, known to those of
ordinary skill in the art, may be applied to the image in some
embodiments.

FIG. 5 is an inversion processing scheme 511 according to
various embodiments of the invention. In most embodiments,
the heat/temperature data obtained down hole can be con-
verted to thermal properties of the formation, such as thermal
diffusivity or conductivity. To do this, the processed thermal
signal is compared to a signal from a database or a forward
modeling code to solve the heat equation. An optimization is
carried out to minimize the difference between the measured
values, and expected values (e.g., database or modeled val-
ues) by performing a search over the thermal properties of the
formation. Existing thermal property or density data can be
used as a priori information to assist the inversion activity.
The scheme 511 can be executed as a series of program
instructions within a specific machine to determine formation
thermal diffusivity, thermal conductivity, density, and spe-
cific heat capacity. The scheme 511 can also be used to pro-
duce parameters related to the borehole environment, such as
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properties of the borehole fluid, casing, tubing, and cement.
The reception locationd, of the thermal signal may be used as
input into the scheme 511, along with values of the thermal
signal itself.

FIG. 6 is a simplified processing scheme 611 according to
various embodiments of the invention. In this case, a simpli-
fied solution may be obtained by assuming a single homoge-
neous layer formation model. A table or chart that maps
measured signal values to a thermal property can be used for
this purpose (e.g., see FIG. 8).

For example, in some embodiments, a forward modeling
code may be used to simulate the thermal signal for a set of
thermal properties of the formation to construct a chart. Data
obtained from experiments with materials that have known
thermal characteristics can also be used to construct the chart.
The chart can then be applied over the received data to convert
from received thermal signal values to thermal properties of
the formation, without using a more complicated inversion
process. The presence of shoulder bed effects may operate as
a low pass filter on the thermal profile; in such cases, a
shoulder bed correction algorithm can be used to remove such
effects.

FIG.7is aflow diagram of a data interpretation process 711
according to various embodiments of the invention. The ther-
mal signal data obtained using a wireline or drilling tool can
be used to improve a variety of petrophysical and strati-
graphic calculations. In the logging embodiment of the tool,
thermal data can be used to identity lithology of the zones and
it can help determine presence and amount of hydrocarbons
or organic content. Thermal characteristics can also help
determine water saturation.

Anisotropy measured by the tool can be used to determine
properties of individual layers in thinly laminated reservoirs
similar to existing multi-component resistivity applications.
Dip indications provided by the tool can be used to assist
correction and production of stratigraphic maps. Density
information can be used as an alternative to existing density
measurement tools that are based on nuclear activity. Thermal
images can be used to identify fracture characteristics, includ-
ing location and direction.

In monitoring embodiments, azimuthal data can be con-
verted to direction and distance information for an approach-
ing water front. Sections of a producing well can be closed
based on the presence of water, as indicated by measured
thermal properties. A water injection process can be modified
to optimize hydrocarbon recovery and minimize water pro-
duction. The list provided here is not intended to be an
exhaustive; additional applications of the determined forma-
tion thermal characteristics data are possible.

FIG. 8 is ablock diagram of apparatus 800 and systems 864
according to various embodiments of the invention. For
example, in some embodiments an apparatus 800 comprises a
housing 804 and one or more sensors (e.g., thermal sources
TS and thermal receivers TR) attached to the housing 804,
where the sensors operate to provide down hole log data 870
that can be used to characterize the formation 814. This data
870 may be collected under the control of circuit logic 840,
perhaps as part of a data acquisition system 824 that operates
in a borehole 812.

The thermal sources shown in the figure may comprise a
monopole source TS, or a dipole source comprising two
monopole sources TS+, TS- that operate as heat sinks, heat-
ing sources, cooling sources, or a combination of these (e.g.,
two heaters, two coolers, or a heater and cooler). The source
TS+, when excited, will cause the temperature of the nearby
formation 814 to be at a higher temperature than will the
source TS-. A moving monopole source (designated by the
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labels TS, M with arrows to show oscillating movement along
the longitudinal axis 808 of the housing) may also form part
of'the apparatus 800. Dipole sources may be formed to oper-
ate in various orientations, such as radial, azimuthal, or tilted.

Sensor shapes may be circular, square, rectangular, elon-
gated, and other shapes. The sensors may be arranged in a
wide array of patterns. For example, in some embodiments,
individual thermal sources TS may be arranged periodically
around the azimuthal axis 806 of the housing 804. In some
embodiments, a single thermal source TS may be formed as a
substantially continuous ring (not shown) around the body of
the housing 804. In some embodiments, the thermal receivers
TR may be arranged around the azimuthal direction 806 of the
housing 804, or along the longitudinal axis 808 of the housing
804, or both, to form a 2D array, as shown. Thermal sources
TS and thermal receivers TR may also be arranged along a
spiral wrapping axis 810 on the housing 804, perhaps com-
prising an optical fiber, as noted previously. Thus, the appa-
ratus 800 may comprise any one or more of the component
elements of the apparatus 100, 110, 120, 130, 140, 150, 160
shown in FIGS. 1A-1G, 210 in FIG. 2A, and/or the apparatus
310 shown in FIG. 3.

The apparatus 800 may further include one or more pro-
cessors 830 located in the housing 804, or in a surface work-
station 856. A transceiver 844 may be used to receive com-
mands from the workstation 856, and to transmit the data 870,
or a processed version of the data 870, to the surface 866. The
processors 830 may operate to execute program instructions
that implement any part or all of the methods described
herein. A memory 850 can be located in the housing 804 to
store measurements as original log data 870, or processed log
data, or both, perhaps in a database 834.

Thus, referring now to FIGS. 1-8, it can be seen that many
embodiments may be realized. For example, an apparatus 800
may comprise a housing 804, one or more sensors to acquire
data 870, and a processor 830 to generate and apply inversion
processing to the acquired data 870 to determine one or more
thermal characteristics of the formation 814.

In some embodiments, an apparatus 800 comprises an
elongate source, receivers, a movement mechanism, and a
controller to activate the source, to determine movement over
time, and to operate the receivers.

An elongate source has a length greater than its width (e.g.,
the rectangular source TS shown in the figure). For example,
when used on a down hole tool housing, the length of the
source along the longitudinal axis 808 of the tool is greater
than the width of the source in the azimuthal direction 806.

Thus, in some embodiments, an apparatus 800 comprises a
thermal source TS having a length and width, the length being
at least twice the width, and thermal receivers TR. The appa-
ratus 800 further includes a movement mechanism 820 (e.g.,
a hoist or winch coupled to a cable or wireline as shown in
FIG. 12, or a drilling motor and a bit coupled to drill pipe as
shown in FIG. 13, among others) to move the thermal source
TS or the thermal receivers TR, or both, within a formation
814.

In some embodiments, the apparatus 800 comprises a con-
troller (e.g., one or more processors 830) to activate the ther-
mal source TS to heat a portion of a geological formation 814
proximate to a borehole 812 (e.g., at a heating location HL),
to determine a distance of movement as a function of time, of
the thermal source TS or the thermal receivers TR (or both)
relative to the heating location HL in the borehole 812, via
operation of the movement mechanism 820, and to receive
signals provided by the thermal receivers TR, responsive to
activation of the thermal source TS.
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Several different arrangements of the thermal receivers on
the housing 804 may be implemented. These include a linear
arrangement along a vertical, horizontal, or diagonal axis to
form a line of receivers. One-dimensional rings, and 2D
arrays are also possible. Thus, the thermal receivers TR in the
apparatus 800 may be arranged in a substantially one-dimen-
sional line (e.g., longitudinal axis grouping), as a substan-
tially one-dimensional ring (e.g., azimuthal axis grouping), or
as a substantially two-dimensional array. Thus, the thermal
receivers may be disposed in a ring or a spiral about a longi-
tudinal axis 808 of the housing 804.

The thermal receivers TR may alternatively, or in addition,
be disposed along the borehole 812, on, inside, or outside a
casing 822 of the borehole 812.

The thermal receivers may be fabricated from an optical
fiber, which may in turn be attached to the housing 804, or the
casing 822. Thus, each of the thermal receivers TR may
comprise a unique thermal sensing location along a unitary
optical fiber.

A reference receiver RR may be used to calibrate or adjust
readings obtained from the thermal receivers. Thus, the appa-
ratus 800 may comprise one or more reference thermal
receivers. When a reference receiver RR is attached to the
housing 804, the thermal source TS may be disposed approxi-
mately between the reference thermal receiver RR and at least
one of the other thermal receivers TR.

The thermal source may be one of several different types.
For example, as noted previously, the thermal source TS may
comprise one of a temperature-controlled source or a heat-
controlled source.

Thermal insulation may be used to improve the perfor-
mance of the system, perhaps placed around the thermal
source, the thermal receivers, or both, without obstructing the
thermal pathway to the formation. Thus, the apparatus 800
may comprise thermal insulation TI disposed proximate to
the thermal source TS or the thermal receivers TR.

In some embodiments, the thermal source and thermal
receivers are mounted to acommon housing. For example, the
apparatus 800 may comprise a housing 804 attached to the
thermal source TS and the thermal receivers TR. The housing
804 may comprise a wireline tool or a measurement while
drilling (MWD) tool.

In some embodiments, an apparatus 800 comprises a ther-
mal source TS, thermal receivers TR arranged as a substan-
tially one-dimensional ring (e.g., disposed along the azi-
muthal axis 806 around the housing 804), a movement
mechanism 820 to move the thermal source TS or the thermal
receivers TR (or both), and a controller (e.g., one or more
processors 830). The controller may operate to activate the
thermal source TS to heat a portion of a geological formation
814 proximate to a bore hole 812, to determine a distance of
movement as a function of time, of the thermal source TS or
the thermal receivers TR (or both) relative to a heating loca-
tion HL in the borehole 812, via operation of the movement
mechanism 820, and to receive signals provided by the ther-
mal receivers TR, responsive to activation of the thermal
source TS.

The thermal source may comprise a monopole source, a
dipole source, or a multi-pole source, each capable of pro-
ducing thermal energy. For example, the dipole source may
comprise a monopole source subjected to reciprocating
motion. Thus, the apparatus 800 in some embodiments may
comprise an actuator 826 to impart reciprocating motion to
the thermal source TS. In another example, the dipole source
may comprise a pair of monopole sources. Thus, the dipole
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source in some embodiments may comprise one of a heater-
heater, cooler-cooler, or heater-cooler combination of mono-
pole sources TS+, TS-.

The thermal source TS may comprise multiple sources.
Thus, the thermal source TS in some embodiments may com-
prise a plurality of thermal sources having a one-to-one cor-
respondence with the thermal receivers TR that have been
deployed around the periphery of the housing 804, perhaps
along the azimuthal axis 806.

The thermal source may comprise multiple sources, dis-
posed in conjunction with an optical fiber. Thus, in some
embodiments, the thermal source TS comprises a plurality of
thermal sources, wherein each one of the plurality of thermal
sources is located proximate to a corresponding one of the
thermal receivers TR forming a portion of an optical fiber.

In some embodiments, the apparatus 800 comprises a ther-
mal source TS, thermal receivers TR arranged in a two-di-
mensional array, a movement mechanism 820, and a control-
ler (e.g., one or more processors 830) to activate the thermal
source TS, determine movement over time, and operate the
receivers TR. Thus, the apparatus 800 may comprise a ther-
mal source TS and thermal receivers TR arranged as a sub-
stantially two-dimensional array to enable anisotropic mea-
surement of thermal characteristics of a geological formation
814, when the formation 814 receives energy from the ther-
mal source TS.

The apparatus 800 may further comprise a movement
mechanism 802 to move the thermal source TS or the thermal
receivers TR, or both, and a controller (e.g., one or more
processors 830) to activate the thermal source TS to heat a
portion of the geological formation 814 proximate to a bore
hole 812, to determine a distance of movement as a function
of time, of the thermal source TS or the thermal receivers TR
(or both) relative to a heating location HL in the borehole 812,
via operation of the movement mechanism 820, and to receive
signals provided by the thermal receivers TR, responsive to
activation of the thermal source TS.

In some embodiments, a system 864 comprises a housing
804, one or more sensors TS, TR attached to the housing 804,
one or more components of the data acquisition system 824,
and a workstation 856. The system 864 may thus comprise
one or more apparatus 800, and a workstation 856.

In order to demonstrate the principles described herein, an
example of measuring thermal characteristics using a wire-
line tool will now be provided. The example apparatus 800 in
this case comprises an elongate thermal source TS and two
thermal receivers 840, realized as a sonde on a wireline. The
length of the thermal source TS is 10 inches, and the thermal
receivers 840 are relatively small, with a separation of 0.5
inches along the axial axis 808. The receivers 840 are placed
in contact with the formation 814, and assumed to be ideal, so
as not to introduce any delay in the measurement of tempera-
ture. Four and sixteen pads are used for the receivers as part of
two different embodiments.

The thermal source TS for this example is extended in the
azimuthal axis 806 direction around the body of the housing
804 to form a ring. The source TS is assumed to be tempera-
ture-controlled source, with the temperature set to be 50° F.
higher than the ambient temperature measured by the refer-
ence receiver RR.

The reference temperature signal obtained from the refer-
ence receiver RR is subtracted from the measurements of the
receivers 840 so that a differential signal value of approxi-
mately zero is obtained. The measured temperature differen-
tial T is used to calculate the temperature of the formation as
a logarithmic value: 20xlog 10(T). All the measurements are
taken while the tool is moving up (in the +Z direction) with a
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speed of 6 inches per second. Given this information as a
baseline, simulation results indicate the temperature near the
source is about 50° F., which diffuses about ¥4 inch into the
formation 814. A high temperature does not diffuse deeply
into the formation since energy from the thermal source TS is
applied for only about two seconds at each depth to the
borehole wall.

Diffusion is measured by the receivers 840 as previously
described in FIGS. 2A-2C. The received temperature difter-
ential signal is approximately one tenth of the source tem-
perature. The high intensity and quick response of the tem-
perature within the formation 814 is due to the contact nature
of the measurement at the receivers 840.

FIG. 9 is a thermal diffusivity and temperature conversion
graph 910, according to various embodiments of the inven-
tion. The graph 910 represents a range of values taken from a
conversion table that was calculated using the scheme of FIG.
6, and the example apparatus of FIG. 8 with four thermal
receiver pads. It can be seen that an approximately linear
relationship is present between the temperature signal and
thermal diffusivity over the range of measurements taken.
The relationship becomes more non-linear as the thermal
diffusivity becomes smaller.

FIGS. 10A and 10B are graphs 1010, 1020 of formation
temperature and diffusivity profiles, respectively, according
to various embodiments of the invention. Here the response of
the four pad device before (FIG. 10A) and after (FIG. 10B)
application of the conversion values in the graph of FIG. 9 are
shown.

The lamina 1 and lamina 2 curves in FIG. 10B show the
actual thermal diffusivity profiles utilized in this example,
with the line for lamina 2 being the isotropic diftusivity, and
the line for lamina 1 illustrating the diffusivity of the second
layer in laminated formations. Each layer in the laminated
sections are assumed to be 0.5 inch in thickness. The relative
dip of the tool with respect to the formation layers is 45°. The
log is produced over a distance of 40 feet, with Z-tool defined
as the position of the tool’s origin.

It can be seen from the log that an initial 15 second heat-up
period is observed, with the last 5 seconds coinciding with
measurement of another layer. The transitions between layers
are observed to occur over a distance of about one foot, which
defines the resolution of the example apparatus tool design.
During each transition, a separation between each of the four
azimuthal pads occurs, due to relative dip of the formations. It
is noted here that the dip can be calculated by standard dip
meter or borehole imaging tool processing methods to corre-
late signals from different pads. It is also observed that thin
laminations produce anisotropy which is picked up by the
example apparatus as a separation between different pad sig-
nals. Based on the separation, it is possible to calculate the
anisotropy coefficient of the formation as AR=a,/c,,, where
o, and o, are vertical and horizontal diffusivity, respectively.
Thus, as verified by simulation, a four pad tool can success-
fully make a log of thermal property of the formation and
identify anisotropic zones.

FIG. 11 is an image 1110 of thermal diffusivity, developed
according to various embodiments of the invention. Here a
sixteen pad version of the example apparatus described pre-
viously was deployed (using simulation) within a formation
having the profile shown in FIGS. 10A and 10B. The conver-
sion table used to develop the graph 910 in FIG. 9 was also
used to develop the image diffusivity values.

A linear gray scale is used to denote unit of mm?/s. It can be
seen from the figure that each formation layer is successfully
identified, with the anisotropic layers appearing as an azi-
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muthal inhomogeneity. The anisotropy direction can be deter-
mined using the phase of the azimuthal anisotropy pattern that
appears in the image.

The dip azimuth angle can also be easily identified in the
image. The amount of dip can be found by employing the
standard algorithms to calculate dip from the borehole radius
data, and the amplitude of'the sinusoid features that appear in
the data. Additional examples of system embodiments that
can be used to produce such images will now be described.

FIG. 12 illustrates a wireline system 1264 embodiment of
the invention, and FIG. 13 illustrates a drilling rig system
1364 embodiment of the invention. Therefore, the systems
1264, 1364 may comprise portions of a wireline logging tool
body 1270 as part of a wireline logging operation, or of a
down hole tool 1324 as part of a down hole drilling operation.

Referring now to FIG. 12, a well during wireline logging
operations can be seen. In this case, a drilling platform 1286
is equipped with a derrick 1288 that supports a hoist 1290.
Any one or more of these components, as well as a logging
cable 1274, may serve as a movement mechanism to move
thermal sources and/or thermal receivers.

Drilling oil and gas wells is commonly carried out using a
string of drill pipes connected together so as to form a drilling
string that is lowered through a rotary table 1210 into a
wellbore orborehole 1212. Here it is assumed that the drilling
string has been temporarily removed from the borehole 1212
to allow a wireline logging tool body 1270, such as a probe or
sonde, to be lowered by wireline or logging cable 1274 into
the borehole 1212. Typically, the wireline logging tool body
1270 is lowered to the bottom of the region of interest and
subsequently pulled upward at a substantially constant speed.

During the upward trip, at a series of depths various instru-
ments (e.g., portions of the apparatus 800, or system 864
shown in FIG. 8) included in the tool body 1270 may be used
to perform measurements on the subsurface geological for-
mations 1214 adjacent the borehole 1212 (and the tool body
1270). The measurement data can be communicated to a
surface logging facility 1292 for processing, analysis, and/or
storage. The logging facility 1292 may be provided with
electronic equipment for various types of signal processing,
which may be implemented by any one or more of the com-
ponents of the apparatus 800 or system 864 in FIG. 8. Similar
formation evaluation data may be gathered and analyzed dur-
ing drilling operations (e.g., during LWD operations, and by
extension, sampling while drilling).

In some embodiments, the tool body 1270 is suspended in
the wellbore by a wireline cable 1274 that connects the tool to
a surface control unit (e.g., comprising a workstation 1256).
The tool may be deployed in the borehole 1212 on coiled
tubing, jointed drill pipe, hard wired drill pipe, or any other
suitable deployment technique.

Turning now to FIG. 13, it can be seen how a system 1364
may also form a portion of a drilling rig 1302 located at the
surface 1304 of a well 1306. The drilling rig 1302 may pro-
vide support for a drill string 1308. The drill string 1308 may
operate to penetrate the rotary table 1210 for drilling the
borehole 1212 through the subsurface formations 1214. The
drill string 1308 may include a Kelly 1316, drill pipe 1318,
and a bottom hole assembly 1320, perhaps located at the
lower portion of the drill pipe 1318.

The bottom hole assembly 1320 may include drill collars
1322, a down hole tool 1324, and a drill bit 1326. The drill bit
1326 may operate to create the borehole 1212 by penetrating
the surface 1304 and the subsurface formations 1214. The
down hole tool 1324 may comprise any of a number of dif-
ferent types of tools including MWD tools, LWD tools, and
others.



US 9,175,546 B2

13

During drilling operations, the drill string 1308 (perhaps
including the Kelly 1316, the drill pipe 1318, and the bottom
hole assembly 1320) may be rotated by the rotary table 1210.
Although not shown, in addition to, or alternatively, the bot-
tom hole assembly 1320 may also be rotated by a motor (e.g.,
amud motor) that is located down hole. The drill collars 1322
may be used to add weight to the drill bit 1326. The drill
collars 1322 may also operate to stiffen the bottom hole
assembly 1320, allowing the bottom hole assembly 1320 to
transfer the added weight to the drill bit 1326, and in turn, to
assist the drill bit 1326 in penetrating the surface 1304 and
subsurface formations 414.

During drilling operations, a mud pump 1332 may pump
drilling fluid (sometimes known by those of ordinary skill in
the art as “drilling mud”) from a mud pit 1334 through a hose
1336 into the drill pipe 1318 and down to the drill bit 1326.
The drilling fluid can flow out from the drill bit 1326 and be
returned to the surface 1304 through an annular area 1340
between the drill pipe 1318 and the sides of the borehole
1212. The drilling fluid may then be returned to the mud pit
1334, where such fluid is filtered. In some embodiments, the
drilling fluid can be used to cool the drill bit 1326, as well as
to provide lubrication for the drill bit 1326 during drilling
operations. Additionally, the drilling fluid may be used to
remove subsurface formation cuttings created by operating
the drill bit 1326.

Thus, referring now to FIGS. 1-13, it may be seen that in
some embodiments, the systems 1264, 1364 may include a
drill collar 1322, a down hole tool 1324, and/or a wireline
logging tool body 1270 to house one or more apparatus 800,
similar to or identical to the apparatus 800 described above
and illustrated in FIG. 8. Components of the system 864 in
FIG. 8 may also be housed by the tool 1324 or the tool body
1270.

Thus, for the purposes of this document, the term “hous-
ing” may include any one or more of a drill collar 1322, a
downhole tool 1324, or a wireline logging tool body 1270 (all
having an outer surface, to enclose or attach to magnetom-
eters, sensors, fluid sampling devices, pressure measurement
devices, temperature measurement devices, transmitters,
receivers, acquisition and processing logic, and data acquisi-
tion systems). The tool 1324 may comprise a down hole tool,
such as an LWD tool or MWD tool. The wireline tool body
1270 may comprise a wireline logging tool, including a probe
or sonde, for example, coupled to a logging cable 1274. Many
embodiments may thus be realized.

For example, in some embodiments, a system 1264, 1364
may include a display 1296 to present information, both
measured log data 870, and processed measurements, as well
as database information, perhaps in graphic form. A system
1264, 1364 may also include computation logic, perhaps as
part of a surface logging facility 1292, or a computer work-
station 1256, to receive signals from transmitters and to send
signals to receivers, and other instrumentation to determine
properties of the formation 1214.

Thus, a system 1264, 1364 may comprise a down hole tool
body, such as a wireline logging tool body 1270 or a down
hole tool 1324 (e.g., an LWD or MWD tool body), and por-
tions of one or more apparatus 800 attached to the tool body,
the apparatus 800 to be constructed and operated as described
previously. The processor(s) 830 in the systems 1264, 1364
may be attached to the housing 804, or located at the surface
866, 1304 as part of a surface computer (e.g., in the worksta-
tion 856 that forms part of a surface logging facility in FIG. 8).

The apparatus 100,110,120, 130, 140, 150, 160, 210, 310;
800; systems 864, 1264, 1364; housing 804; data acquisition
system 824; processors 830; database 834; logic 840; trans-
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ceiver 844; memory 850; workstation 856; surface 866; data
870; display 896; rotary table 1210; borehole 1212; wireline
loggingtool body 1270; logging cable 1274; drilling platform
1286; derrick 1288; hoist 1290; logging facility 1292; drill
string 1308; Kelly 1316; drill pipe 1318; bottom hole assem-
bly 1320; drill collars 1322; down hole tool 1324; drill bit
1326; mud pump 1332; mud pit 1334; hose 1336; and sensors
RR, TD, TM, TR, TS may all be characterized as “modules”
herein.

Such modules may include hardware circuitry, and/or a
processor and/or memory circuits, software program mod-
ules and objects, and/or firmware, and combinations thereof,
as desired by the architect of the apparatus 800 and systems
864, 1264, 1364 and as appropriate for particular implemen-
tations of various embodiments. For example, in some
embodiments, such modules may be included in an apparatus
and/or system operation simulation package, such as a soft-
ware electrical signal simulation package, a power usage and
distribution simulation package, a power’heat dissipation
simulation package, and/or a combination of software and
hardware used to simulate the operation of various potential
embodiments.

It should also be understood that the apparatus and systems
of various embodiments can be used in applications other
than for logging operations, and thus, various embodiments
are not to be so limited. The illustrations of apparatus 800 and
systems 864, 1264, 1364 are intended to provide a general
understanding of the structure of various embodiments, and
they are not intended to serve as a complete description of all
the elements and features of apparatus and systems that might
make use of the structures described herein.

Applications that may include the novel apparatus and
systems of various embodiments include electronic circuitry
used in high-speed computers, communication and signal
processing circuitry, modems, processor modules, embedded
processors, data switches, and application-specific modules.
Such apparatus and systems may further be included as sub-
components within a variety of electronic systems, such as
televisions, cellular telephones, personal computers, work-
stations, radios, video players, vehicles, signal processing for
geothermal tools and smart transducer interface node telem-
etry systems, among others. Some embodiments include a
number of methods.

For example, FIG. 14 is a flow chart illustrating several
additional methods 1411 according to various embodiments
of the invention. For example, one method 1411 may com-
prise activating a thermal source to heat a portion of a forma-
tion, moving thermal receivers to the heated location, receiv-
ing signals from the thermal receivers, with the beginning of
the reception time period advanced (accelerated) in time by
the movement, and processing the signals to determine for-
mation properties.

Thus, in some embodiments, a processor-implemented
method 1411, to execute on one or more processors that
perform the method 1411, begins at block 1421 with activat-
ing a thermal source in a borehole to heat a portion of a
geological formation proximate to the borehole.

The thermal source can be activated using impulse or step
functions, to provide a transient pulse of thermal energy.
Thus, the activity at block 1421 may comprise activating the
thermal source to provide transient pulses of thermal energy.

The method 1411 may continue on to block 1425 with
moving the thermal source or thermal receivers (or both)
within the borehole, to reduce a distance between the location
of heating by the thermal source, and one or more of the
thermal receivers.
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A dipole thermal source can be created by using a recipro-
cating monopole thermal source. Thus, the method 1411 may
include, at block 1429, reciprocating the thermal source as a
monopole source independently of the moving (activity at
block 1425), to create a dipole source of thermal energy.

If the movement activity of block 1425 is complete, as
determined at block 1433, the method 1411 may continue on
to block 1437. If the movement activity is not complete, the
method 1411 may return to block 1425 to continue moving
thermals sources and/or thermal receivers. In some embodi-
ments, the method 1411 proceeds to the activity at block 1437
as movement continues.

At block 1437, the method 1411 may comprise receiving
signals from one or more of the thermal receivers, responsive
to activation of the thermal source, wherein the moving serves
to reduce a time between heating the location and the receiv-
ing.

The method 1411 may continue on to block 1441 to include
processing the signals, the distance information related to the
moving (activity at block 1425), and the time of the receiving
to determine a thermal property of the geological formation.

The determination of movement can be direct (where a
controller operates a movement mechanism), or indirect
(where the controller serves as a monitor to receive informa-
tion about movement of the source or receivers, perhaps
received as information from a movement mechanism, or
otherwise, but does not actively control the movement of the
source/receivers). Thus, the activity at block 1441 may com-
prise determining a distance of the moving as a function of
time, of the thermal source or the thermal receivers relative to
the location of heating, via direct operation of a movement
mechanism.

Insome embodiments, the activity at block 1441 comprises
determining a distance of the moving as a function of time, of
the thermal source or the thermal receivers relative to the
location of heating, via at least one of monitoring operation of
a movement mechanism, monitoring movement of the ther-
mal source, or monitoring movement of the thermal receivers.

Inversion can be used to determine thermal properties of
the formation. Thus, the activity at block 1441 may comprise
inverting the signals to determine the thermal property.

Anisotropic thermal properties of the formation can be
determined when multiple thermal receivers are engaged in
the data acquisition process, using inversion techniques.
Thus, when the activity at block 1437 comprises receiving the
signals from more than one of the thermal receivers, the
activity at block 1441 may comprise inverting the signals to
determine the thermal property of the formation as an aniso-
tropic thermal property of the geological formation.

The thermal receivers may be arranged in a substantially
one-dimensional ring around a housing attached to the ther-
mal source. In this case, the anisotropic thermal property may
be determined based on differences between isotropic mea-
surements around the borehole, where the isotropic measure-
ments are derived from the signals provided by the thermal
receivers.

The determined properties of the formation can be pub-
lished. Thus, the method 1411 may continue on to block 1445
to include publishing the thermal property of the geological
formation to a display, hardcopy printout, or a non-volatile
memory. The activity at block 1445 may include publishing
an image of the thermal property versus a location in the
borehole.

It should be noted that the methods described herein do not
have to be executed in the order described, or in any particular
order. Moreover, various activities described with respect to
the methods identified herein can be executed in iterative,
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serial, or parallel fashion. The various elements of each
method (e.g., the methods shown in FIGS. 4A, 4B, 5, 6, 7, and
14) can be substituted, one for another, within and between
methods. Information, including parameters, commands,
operands, and other data, can be sent and received in the form
of one or more carrier waves.

Upon reading and comprehending the content of this dis-
closure, one of ordinary skill in the art will understand the
manner in which a software program can be launched from a
computer-readable medium in a computer-based system to
execute the functions defined in the software program. One of
ordinary skill in the art will further understand the various
programming languages that may be employed to create one
or more software programs designed to implement and per-
form the methods disclosed herein. For example, the pro-
grams may be structured in an object-orientated format using
an object-oriented language such as Java or C#. In another
example, the programs can be structured in a procedure-
orientated format using a procedural language, such as
assembly or C. The software components may communicate
using any of a number of mechanisms well known to those
skilled in the art, such as application program interfaces or
interprocess communication techniques, including remote
procedure calls. The teachings of various embodiments are
not limited to any particular programming language or envi-
ronment. Thus, other embodiments may be realized.

For example, FIG. 15 is a block diagram of an article 1500
of manufacture according to various embodiments, such as a
computer, a memory system, a magnetic or optical disk, or
some other storage device. The article 1500 may include one
or more processors 1516 coupled to a machine-accessible
medium such as a memory 1536 (e.g., removable storage
media, as well as any tangible, non-transitory memory
including an electrical, optical, or electromagnetic conduc-
tor) having associated information 1538 (e.g., computer pro-
gram instructions and/or data), which when executed by one
or more of the processors 1516, results in a machine perform-
ing any actions described with respect to the methods of
FIGS.4A,4B,5, 6,7, and 14, the apparatus of FIGS. 1-3 and
8, and the systems of FIGS. 8 and 12-13. The processors 1516
may comprise one or more processors sold by Intel Corpora-
tion (e.g., Intel® Core™ processor family), Advanced Micro
Devices (e.g., AMD Athlon™ processors), and other semi-
conductor manufacturers.

In some embodiments, the article 1500 may comprise one
or more processors 1516 coupled to a display 1518 to display
data processed by the processor 1516 and/or a wireless trans-
ceiver 1520 (e.g., a down hole telemetry transceiver) to
receive and transmit data processed by the processor.

The memory system(s) included in the article 1500 may
include memory 1536 comprising volatile memory (e.g.,
dynamic random access memory) and/or non-volatile
memory. The memory 1536 may be used to store data pro-
cessed by the processor 1516, according to stored instructions
forming part of the information 1238.

In various embodiments, the article 1500 may comprise
communication apparatus 1522, which may in turn include
amplifiers 1526 (e.g., preamplifiers or power amplifiers) and
one or more antenna 1524 (e.g., transmitting antennas and/or
receiving antennas). Signals 1542 received or transmitted by
the communication apparatus 1522 may be processed accord-
ing to the methods described herein.

Many variations of the article 1500 are possible. For
example, in various embodiments, the article 1500 may com-
prise a down hole tool, including the apparatus 800 shown in
FIG. 8. In some embodiments, the article 1500 is similar to or
identical to the apparatus 800 or system 864 shown in FIG. 8.
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In summary, the apparatus, systems, and methods dis-
closed herein may operate to determine formation thermal
characteristics more efficiently and accurately than prior
methods. Some advantages may include the ready determi-
nation of formation thermal conductivity and diffusivity, with
imaging; measuring the anisotropy in formation thermal
characteristics; providing an alternative dip measurement
based on imaging or anisotropy; assisting in the analysis of
laminated reservoirs; and improving petrophysical and strati-
graphic interpretation. As a result, the value of the services
provided by an operation/exploration company may be sig-
nificantly enhanced.

The accompanying drawings that form a part hereof, show
by way of illustration, and not of limitation, specific embodi-
ments in which the subject matter may be practiced. The
embodiments illustrated are described in sufficient detail to
enable those skilled in the art to practice the teachings dis-
closed herein. Other embodiments may be utilized and
derived therefrom, such that structural and logical substitu-
tions and changes may be made without departing from the
scope of'this disclosure. This Detailed Description, therefore,
is not to be taken in a limiting sense, and the scope of various
embodiments is defined only by the appended claims, along
with the full range of equivalents to which such claims are
entitled.

Such embodiments of the inventive subject matter may be
referred to herein, individually and/or collectively, by the
term “invention” merely for convenience and without intend-
ing to voluntarily limit the scope of this application to any
single invention or inventive concept if more than one is in
fact disclosed. Thus, although specific embodiments have
been illustrated and described herein, it should be appreciated
that any arrangement calculated to achieve the same purpose
may be substituted for the specific embodiments shown. This
disclosure is intended to cover any and all adaptations or
variations of various embodiments. Combinations of the
above embodiments, and other embodiments not specifically
described herein, will be apparent to those of skill in the art
upon reviewing the above description.

The Abstract of the Disclosure is provided to comply with
37 C.FR. §1.72(b), requiring an abstract that will allow the
reader to quickly ascertain the nature of the technical disclo-
sure. It is submitted with the understanding that it will not be
used to interpret or limit the scope or meaning of the claims.
In addition, in the foregoing Detailed Description, it can be
seen that various features are grouped together in a single
embodiment for the purpose of streamlining the disclosure.
This method of disclosure is not to be interpreted as reflecting
an intention that the claimed embodiments require more fea-
tures than are expressly recited in each claim. Rather, as the
following claims reflect, inventive subject matter lies in less
than all features of a single disclosed embodiment. Thus the
following claims are hereby incorporated into the Detailed
Description, with each claim standing on its own as a separate
embodiment.

What is claimed is:

1. An apparatus, comprising:

a thermal source having a length and width, the length

being at least twice the width;

thermal receivers;

a movement mechanism to move the thermal source or the

thermal receivers; and

a controller to activate the thermal source to heat a portion

of a geological formation proximate to a borehole, to
determine a distance of movement as a function of time
of the thermal source or the thermal receivers relative to
a heating location in the borehole via operation of the
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movement mechanism, and to receive signals provided
by the thermal receivers, responsive to activation of the
thermal source.

2. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the thermal receivers
are arranged in a substantially one-dimensional line, as a
substantially one-dimensional ring, or as a substantially two-
dimensional array.

3. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein each of the thermal
receivers comprises a unique thermal sensing location along
a unitary optical fiber.

4. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the thermal source
comprises one of a temperature-controlled source or a heat-
controlled source.

5. The apparatus of claim 1, further comprising:

thermal insulation disposed proximate to the thermal

source or the thermal receivers.

6. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the thermal receivers
are disposed along the borehole, inside or outside a casing of
the borehole.

7. The apparatus of claim 1, further comprising:

a reference thermal receiver.

8. The apparatus of claim 7, wherein the thermal source is
disposed approximately between the reference thermal
receiver and at least one of the thermal receivers.

9. The apparatus of claim 1, comprising:

a housing attached to the thermal source and the thermal

receivers.

10. The apparatus of claim 9, wherein the housing com-
prises one of a wireline tool or a measurement while drilling
tool.

11. The apparatus of claim 9, wherein the thermal receivers
are disposed in a ring or a spiral about a longitudinal axis of
the housing.

12. An apparatus, comprising:

a thermal source;

thermal receivers arranged as a substantially one-dimen-

sional ring;

a movement mechanism to move the thermal source or the

thermal receivers; and

a controller to activate the thermal source to heat a portion

of a geological formation proximate to a bore hole, to
determine a distance of movement as a function of time
of the thermal source or the thermal receivers relative to
a heating location in the borehole via operation of the
movement mechanism, and to receive signals provided
by the thermal receivers, responsive to activation of the
thermal source.

13. The apparatus of claim 12, wherein the thermal source
comprises:

a plurality of thermal sources having a one-to-one corre-

spondence with the thermal receivers.

14. The apparatus of claim 12, wherein the thermal source
comprises a plurality of thermal sources, and wherein each
one of the plurality of thermal sources is located proximate to
a corresponding one of the thermal receivers forming a por-
tion of an optical fiber.

15. The apparatus of claim 12, wherein the thermal source
comprises:

a dipole source capable of producing thermal energy.

16. The apparatus of claim 15, further comprising:

an actuator to impart reciprocating motion to the thermal

source.

17. The apparatus of claim 15, wherein the dipole source
comprises:

one of a heater-heater, cooler-cooler, or heater-cooler com-

bination of monopole sources.
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18. An apparatus, comprising:
a thermal source;
thermal receivers arranged as a substantially two-dimen-
sional array to enable anisotropic measurement of ther-
mal characteristics of a geological formation, when the
formation receives energy from the thermal source;
a movement mechanism to move the thermal source or the
thermal receivers; and
a controller to activate the thermal source to heat a portion
of the geological formation proximate to a bore hole, to
determine a distance of movement as a function of time
of the thermal source or the thermal receivers relative to
a heating location in the borehole via operation of the
movement mechanism, and to receive signals provided
by the thermal receivers, responsive to activation of the
thermal source.
19. A processor-implemented method, to execute on one or
more processors that perform the method, comprising:
activating a thermal source in a borehole to heat a portion of
a geological formation proximate to the borehole;
moving the thermal source or thermal receivers within the
borehole, to reduce a distance between a location of
heating by the thermal source, and one or more of the
thermal receivers;
receiving signals from one or more of the thermal receiv-
ers, responsive to activation of the thermal source,
wherein the moving serves to reduce a time between
heating the location and the receiving; and
processing the signals, distance information related to the
moving, and time of the receiving to determine a thermal
property of the geological formation.
20. The method of claim 19, wherein the activating com-
prises:
activating the thermal source to provide transient pulses of
thermal energy.
21. The method of claim 19, wherein the processing com-
prises:
inverting the signals to determine the thermal property.
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22. The method of claim 19, further comprising:

reciprocating the thermal source as a monopole source

independently of the moving, to create a dipole source of
thermal energy.

23. The method of claim 19, further comprising:

determining a distance of the moving as a function of time,

of the thermal source or the thermal receivers relative to
the location of heating, via direct operation of a move-
ment mechanism.

24. The method of claim 19, further comprising:

determining a distance of the moving as a function of time,

of the thermal source or the thermal receivers relative to
the location of heating, via at least one of monitoring
operation of a movement mechanism, monitoring move-
ment of the thermal source, or monitoring movement of
the thermal receivers.

25. The method of claim 19, further comprising:

publishing the thermal property of the geological forma-

tion to a display, hardcopy printout, or a non-volatile
memory.

26. The method of claim 25, wherein the publishing com-
prises:

publishing an image of the thermal property versus a loca-

tion in the borehole.

27. The method of claim 19, wherein the receiving com-
prises receiving the signals from more than one of the thermal
receivers, and wherein the processing comprises inverting the
signals to determine the thermal property of the formation as
an anisotropic thermal property of the geological formation.

28. The method of claim 27, wherein the thermal receivers
are arranged in a substantially one-dimensional ring around a
housing attached to the thermal source, and wherein the
anisotropic thermal property is determined based on differ-
ences between isotropic measurements around the borehole,
the isotropic measurements derived from the signals provided
by the thermal receivers.
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